DIY Christmas forest advent calendar

60 M I N

Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year – especially when you get to open a little
present from a home-made advent calendar every day.
This Christmas forest is not just a lovely advent calendar, it also makes a pretty decoration for your
windowsill. The little trees can be made in a trice and can be decorated however you like. Clean lines
and shimmering frosty colours give them an elegant look and show oﬀ your hand lettering especially
well.

An article by Lisa Tihanyi

1
Print out the templates for the trees in a range of
sizes, transfer to the sugar paper and cut the
trees out of the sugar paper.

2
Using a ruler to guide you, go over the solid lines
on the template with the blunt side of a pair of
scissors or a bone folding tool – that way the
paper will fold better.
Now fold the trees along the lines, remembering
to fold the tab, too.

Calligraphy trees

1
Using a pencil, write a number in informal
handwriting in the middle of the tree.
Then take a pigment liner (0.8 mm) and go over
the outline.

2
Double up all your downward strokes, and colour
in the spaces between them. This is all you need
to do to get a great calligraphy eﬀect!

Metallic numbers

1
Metallic markers stand out especially well
against dark-coloured paper.
Sketch in the number in pencil, adding big circles
at the start and end of the ﬁgures.
This will give the numbers a great look. Go over
the outlines with the metallic marker and colour
in.

Shaded numbers

1
Draw a number with extra wide lines using a
pencil. Go over the outline with a triplus color
ﬁbe-tip pen.
Shade in the number with four colours from the
same spectrum of colours. It creates a
particularly lovely look, for instance, if you make
the shading darker at the top and lighter at the
bottom.

3D numbers

1
Light coloured or white paper is good for this
design. Sketch in the number with a pencil. Add
an outline around the number, making it thicker.
Go over the 3D lines with a triplus color ﬁbe-tip
pen. Now shade in the space between the 3D
lines with a lighter colour.

2
Go over the outline with a triplus color ﬁbe-tip
pen.

3
Now add the 3D eﬀect in pencil. To do this you
need to decide which direction your eﬀect will go
in.
Here we’ve created a three dimensional eﬀect
going down and to the right. To achieve this, lines
have been added to the right side of the number
and below it, so that it looks as if it is in 3D.

4
Go over the 3D lines with a triplus color ﬁbe-tip
pen. Now shade in the space between the 3D
lines with a lighter colour.
And you're done!

5
Finally, apply glue to the tab on each tree and
stick it together.
YOUR CHRISTMAS FOREST IS DONE!

Material overview

What you need
Product

Article no.

Quantity

Noris® 120 Pencil - Single product HB

120-2

1

Mars® plastic 526 50 Eraser in premium quality - Single
product Size: 65 x 23 x 13 mm

526 50

1

pigment liner 308 Fineliner - STAEDTLER box containing 6
assorted line widths (0.05/0.1/0.2/0.3/0.5/0.8)

308 SB6P

1

triplus® color 323 Triangular ﬁbre-tip pen - STAEDTLER box
containing 20 assorted colours

323 SB20

1

8323 Metallic marker - Blistercard containing 5 metallic
markers, colours: silver, gold, red, blue, green

8323-S BK5

1

Mars® 562 04 F Plexiglas® - ruler - Single product length 30
cm

562 04-30F

1

Noris Club® 965 Hobby scissors - Blistercard containing
scissors with 17 cm blade

965 17 NBK

1

Additionally required:
Sugar paper in a range of colours, glue stick, nail scissors or folding tool

